
RD
December 2016

Martin’Saint

of Tours
SW

Volume 9, No.3

IN THIS ISSUE

Chili Cook-Off

Volume 13, No. 1 June 2020

CARING

 3 60TH ANNIVERSARY + 
HEART OF THE SHEPHERD 
CAMPAIGN

 3 HEALTH & SAFETY/
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 

 4 MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT: FOCUS 
ON ST. MARTIN’S CLOAK

CELEBRATING

 2 FATHER LOU’S MESSAGE

 12 MARY’S MUSINGS: DADDY 
DAY CARE

 5 MILESTONES: THE PAST 10 
YEARS

 5 PARISHIONERS OF NOTE: 
LUCY MIROGLOTTA 

 6  PARISHIONERS OF NOTE: 
BRIAN HOULAHAN 

 6 PARISH LINES OF SUCCESSION

 6 MOLLY’S MEDITATION

PARTICIPATION

 7 MEMORIES OF ST. MARTIN’S

TEACHING

 8 DAYCARE TO OPEN

 9 LIGHT ON THE LITURGY

 8 MARTIN, OUR PATRON

 9 POETRY 

 11 SCHOOL DAYS: EARLY 
CHILDHOOD LEARNING 
CENTER

 11 THE SCHOOL REPORT

 10 SEEKERS CIRCLE

IF I DIDN’T LOVE YOU
by Donna Vossler Sleeman

If I didn’t love you, there would be no spring.
If I didn’t love you, the birds would never sing.
No summer rains or rainbows would ever grace the sky, 
Nor would you feel the magic when you hear a baby sigh.
I could list a thousand reasons, but it all comes down to one – 
If I didn’t love you, I would not have sent my Son…
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A Message from Fr. Lou

As I write this, I am becoming more aware of certain limitations that are imposed upon us, relative to health 
concerns. Initially, I was asked to write about the upcoming sixtieth anniversary of our parish. Presently the 
distractions of the country remind me of what was happening in the days of the Exodus. The word “murmur” 
comes to mind. It is also true that as I write this, we have just celebrated the Third Sunday of Lent. The 
readings given in the daily office are about the journey of the people to the Promised Land. They murmured 
quite a bit. The operative words during the Lenten season (as well as the recommendations in this Corona 
Virus time) are to cleanse and to purify. Returning to the murmuring of the people in the desert, we appreciate 
they were impatient and suffering inconvenience relative to what they had been used to; they had to be 
reminded more than once that they were now freed from their slavery in Egypt. 

A murmur is an expression of discontent (this I have gathered from a good source) and often not only private but 
popular complaining and grumbling. Murmur is the sound of human complaint. I think back to how things were before the virus became 
global: how difficult it is for many of us to make the kind of adjustments that are for the common good…how important is it that we 
remind ourselves that (as our Deacon Ray Daull shared in his homily on the Third Sunday of Lent) GOD IS IN OUR MIDST.

To appreciate that the mission of our church some sixty years ago was to share in the life of our neighborhoods as a people who are 
awaiting the return of Christ. Our mission is as well to allow those within our orbit to know that God is in our midst because we are 
there with them as sisters and brothers in Christ. Our mission is to be conscious of a direction of life that is daily purified and cleansed 
and to seek to live here on earth as those who seek the will of the Father.

The point man (so to speak) of our diocesan community is Fr. Don Oleksiak. He is a son of the parish here at St.Martin of Tours. Fr. Don 
was ordained in 1989 and has served admirably in the administration of the diocese for ten years. He looks forward to our Anniversary 
Mass which will be celebrated on Sunday the 8th of November 2020. This article will be available in the May newsletter (hopefully).

May we look back on this Lenten journey as a time of cooperation with the direction of our leadership and with prayer for one another. 
May we likewise be reminded that together we all are journeying to the promised land of heaven. May we continue to be a parish that 
daily cleanses and purifies; that we may continue to demonstrate that (despite occasional impatience and murmuring) GOD IS IN 
OUR MIDST; and that we continually seek to transform limitations to occasions of grace-filled living.

Martin’SWORD 
Newsletter Staff 2020
Margie Gasparik
Mary Benek-Higgins
Chris Hongosh, layout
Sue Kenzig
Joey Langa, editor
Donna Sleeman
Val Reeve
The MARTINSWORD parish 
newsletter staff welcomes articles 
and suggestions for articles from 
parishioners. E-mail us at  
newsltr-smt44137@sbcglobal.net 
or send a note to the parish office 
addressed to “Parish Newsletter Staff.”

C E L E B R AT I N G

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR 
FROM YOU…
…If you have a topic related to our 
Church (a ministry, parish event, 
etc.) or our Faith (a belief, liturgical 
practice, saint, etc.) that you would 
like to read about…

…If you like to write and are 
interested in being a contributing 
author to this newsletter…

…If you enjoy taking pictures 
and would like to be a newsletter 
photographer…

…Or if you have any comments or 
suggestions for us…

Please write us a note c/o the parish 
office. Thank you!

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
ON-LINE!
New Parish Website

Please check out our new parish 
website at www.stmartinoftours.info 
! Through the website we hope to 
supply you with valuable, up-to-date 
information concerning the day to 
day activities at St. Martin of Tours as 
well as important and timely news 
about special events planned for our 
Catholic community. We hope that 
you will take the time to log on and 
make this venture the best that it can 
be. Groups and organizations that 
wish to share information through the 
site should contact the rectory or use 
the “Contact Us” page on the site for 
submissions.

www.stmartinoftours.info
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June 14, 2020 marks the 60th anniversary 
of the establishment of our parish. We 
are anticipating celebrating this jubilee. 
Both councils (Pastoral and Finance) 
have discussed ideas and are working 
together to plan and organize events. 
Our parish picnic in July will begin 
the celebration; Mass and a meal in 
November near the Feast of our patron, 
St. Martin of Tours, will conclude it. We 
also discussed including The HEART OF 
THE SHEPHERD Campaign as part of 
our fall celebration. Three of our former 
pastors were actively involved in seminary 
training, and so our parish has a special 
relationship with it. 

Our founding Pastor, Fr. John Gerrity 
(upon retirement) lived at the seminary 
when it was located on Ansel Road. He 
shared in the formation and spiritual 
direction of the seminarians and the 
priests of the diocese who benefited from 
his wisdom as well. I used to visit with 
him when I was stationed nearby, and 
he would also assist in weekend liturgy 
at Christ the King from time to time. Fr. 
Albert Krupp was a spiritual mentor to 
many in the diocese, after having served 
as spiritual director at the JOSEPHINUM 
in nearby Columbus. When he returned 
to the diocese, we spent a week together 

at the Christian Life Center, learning 
about the revitalization of the RITE 
OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR 
ADULTS. He was the second pastor here 
at the parish of St.Martin. Fr. John Vrana 
was our third pastor. He too, served as 
spiritual director at St. Mary’s seminary. 
He was also my advisor for my Master of 
Divinity paper and was helpful in tracing 
the history of the charismatic renewal in 
our church that was beginning a renewal 
in the early 1970’s. As a Deacon, I would 
assist him at celebrations of Masses at 
various gatherings in our diocese. All 
three pastors were formative in assisting 
those who would go on to minister in 
the Diocese of Cleveland. They were 
active shepherds, leading by example and 
offering direction to many. 

The Heart of the Shepherd Campaign 
itself will begin in late summer. It involves 
the support of the renovation of the 
Seminary (now the Center for Pastoral 
Leadership with both the college and the 
theologate located there). The buildings 
are in need of repair and restoration. The 
campaign also involves the continued 
funding for retired priests in our diocese. 
(I was asked about the yearly Retirement 
Fund for Religious and explained that 
that particular collection is for religious 

AND THE HEART OF THE SHEPHERD CAMPAIGN
by Fr. Lou Miola

60TH ANNIVERSARY

communities which are not part of the 
diocese but minister in the diocese.) The 
third area is debt relief for the newly 
ordained. I recall that my expenses as a 
seminarian were less than five thousand 
dollars per year. Student debt is a reality 
for some our newly ordained. 

I hope to engage speakers who will speak 
to the needs of the campaign, and I will 
ask that they be available to respond 
to your questions. I believe it is fitting 
that we who have benefitted from those 
three former pastors who were intimately 
involved with spiritual formation of 
seminarians might commemorate them 
by also sharing in assisting those who 
continued to be formed to be Shepherds 
of our diocese. 

Saint Martin of Tours Pastors Emeritus:   
Frs. Krupp, Vrana & Gerrity.

(CONTINUES ON PAGE 4)

MEDICAL TALK!
Health & Safety at St. Martin of Tours
by Marsha Smith, RN

This information may be useful if any 
parishioner is concerned about assistance 
available at St. Martin’s. We hope no one 
ever needs emergency intervention, but 
in the event of need, help is close at hand. 
We are fortunate to have many medical 
professionals as parishioners who 
generously respond when they recognize 
someone in distress. 

Mobility: If you have mobility 
issues, there are multiple 
handicap parking spaces located 

along the grassy circle across from the 
church entrance, with additional spaces 
in the main parking lot. A sloping ramp in 
the sidewalk directly in front of the main 
doors makes wheelchair access easier 
from the driveway over the curb. Red 
painted curbs are “no parking” zones to 
facilitate drop-off and pick-up. 

If you need Holy Communion brought to 
you at your seat, please notify the ushers 
before Mass so they can inform the 
Eucharistic Ministers. 

Assistive Devices: A variety of assistive 
devices-- several wheelchairs and 
walkers-- are stored at the entrance to 
the church, available to parishioners. 
If you arrive and need a helping hand, 
the ushers are willing to help as needed. 
Accepting assistance assures your safety 
and may prevent a fall.

Water/Food/Medication: It is 
important to follow instructions 
that accompany prescriptive 
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FEEDING THE HUNGRY…
Ministry Spotlight: St Martin’s Cloak
by Jan Gindlesperger & Betty Hofman

St. Martin of Tours Cloak is an organization 
founded about 30 years ago that serves 
the needy in both our parish and the 
neighboring community with compassion, 
dignity, and generosity. We embrace works 
of charity as we meet Jesus in all of our 
clients. This is accomplished through 
several different means. 

Our food pantry, located on the ground 
level of the Early Childhood Learning 
Center (formerly St. Martin’s School), 
is available once a month to each family 
belonging to the St. Martin’s Cloak. 
Clients are able to “shop” at our shelves 
of groceries and fill up two large bags. 
They also receive two packages of meat, 
a loaf of bread, a bag of paper products, 
and a $20 SAVE – A – LOT gift card 

to help them with perishables such as 
milk, butter, cheese, etc. Currently we 
are serving 41 families who qualify for 
membership which is based on need. We 
also have home deliveries made for clients 
physically unable to come to the pantry.

Monetary assistance is also given for 
utility bill and rent payment, especially if 
the family is facing utility disconnection 
or eviction from their home or apartment.

The Cloak also provides a tasty and 
nourishing meal once a month at St. 
Augustine Hunger Center. Many 
parishioners and friends have volunteered 
to cook and serve this meal for many years. 
Fifty to one hundred people are served; all 
leftovers stay at St. Augustine and are used 
the next day for lunch or dinner.

Each Christmas season our organization 
also sponsors the Giving Tree (gloves, 
hats, scarves) and the Secret Santa 
program, to ensure that all families have 
gifts to celebrate the holidays.

 Last year we began the school back-pack 
program to give each family with school 
age children a book bag filled with school 
supplies for their grade level.

MEDICAL TALK!
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3)

medications, such as taking them with 
water or food. Even if you are not on 
meds, hydration is important, so drink 
a glass of water at home before you 
leave for church. Neglecting to do 
that, there is a water cooler next to the 
restroom in the vestibule. Remember to 
have any recue medications with you: 
sugar (diabetes); inhalers (asthma); 
nitroglycerin (angina), etc.

First Aid: A First Aid Kit is 
stored in the usher’s room 
for minor cuts and scratches 
for anyone in need of a 
bandage. Ushers can assist. 

AED: An External 
Automatic Defibrillator 
is mounted on the 
wall to the left of 
the restroom in the 

vestibule. Anyone trained in CPR has 
had the necessary training to operate the 
AED. This unit is fully automatic and 
designed so it can be easily operated 
by a lay rescuer as well as a medical 
professional.

911: Maple Heights Fire Department 
responds to 911 calls at St. Martin’s. 
If you are asked to phone 911, share 

the following information: the location 
and nature of the emergency; answer 
questions from the dispatcher as best 
you can. You may be asked to meet the 
Rescue Squad at the 
door and guide them 
to the victim. We 
ask all parishioners 
to provide privacy 
for the victim and avoid lingering in the 
area unless you are asked to assist. 

Feel free to contact the rectory with any 
questions or concerns. Be safe!

 St Martin’s Cloak Ministry exists due 
to the kindness and generosity of the 
monthly food collections and the monetary 
donations received from the church 
envelopes ---from our loving and caring 
parishioners. The annual November “Take 
a Sack – Bring It Back” event restocks 
the pantry prior to the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holidays. Thank You!!! St. 
Martin’s Cloak volunteers go shopping 
between the monthly food collections in 
order to keep the pantry well-stocked. 

Some organizations (such as the SWINE 
Sisters) also help us with their monetary 
gifts and some business companies (such 
as Sherwin-Williams and Lubrizol) also 
match donations given by parishioners 
to the food pantry. We thank them and 
all the volunteers who give their time 
energy to this ministry…and our generous 
parishioners who share their blessings 
with those we serve. God bless you!

“I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink…Truly, 
whatever you did for one of the least of 
my brothers and sisters, you did for me.” 
(Matt 25:35-40)
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ST. MARTIN OF TOURS PARISH MILESTONES 2010-2020 
by Joseph G. Langa

WOMAN OF MANY TALENTS: LUCY MIROGLOTTA
Parishioner of Note
by Laura Fazio

During the ten years since our Golden 
Jubilee in 2010, our parish had continued 
to grow in several significant ways: 

August 2012 – St. Martin of Tours Grade 
School and St. Monica Grade School 
develop a new entity, St. Benedict 
Catholic School. Mrs. Lisa Oriti is 
principal and Mr. Scott Gongos is vice-
principal. Grades K through 8 are at the 
St. Monica (Rockside Road) campus. 
Kindergarten moves to the St. Martin 
of Tours (Turney Road) campus for the 
2015-2016 school year.

August 2015 – St. Benedict Catholic 
School Early Childhood Learning 
Center (Pre-School) opens on the 
St. Martin of Tours campus. Mrs. 
Christine Malone, vice-principal, is the 
administrator at that campus.

2015-16 – The church roof & the tower/
dome are waterproofed and clad.

Spring 2017 – St. Martin’s establishes 
the Community Garden behind the 
school building.

June 2018 – St. Martin of Tours school 
building receives a new, metal, pitched 
roof. On February 25, 2019, Bishop 
Nelson Perez visited both SBCS 
campuses, celebrated Mass in St. Martin 
of Tours church, and then blessed the 
new pitched roof of the school.

On July 1, 2018 Deacon Ted Bizon, 
having been re-assigned, begins ministry 
to St. Albert the Great parish in North 
Royalton. In February 2019 Deacon Ray 
Daull is assigned to SMT parish.

Christmas 2019 – The parish acquires a 
new crèche. 

St. Benedict Early Childhood Learning 
Center’s Daycare Program plans to open 
Summer 2020.

The following enhancements have been 
made during this decade to the church 
interior:

The Italian ceramic bas relief plaque 
depicting Mary and the Infant Jesus, 
SMT’s original crèche, now hangs near the 
Tabernacle in the side altar area. Originally 
property of our founding pastor, Fr. Gerrity, 
he donated it to the parish during his tenure.

A copy of the San Damiano Crucifix, 
donated by the Russo family, also hangs 
near the Tabernacle.

The bronze statue of St. Martin of Tours 
astride his horse, sculpted by Cleveland 
area artist Norman Poirier (who sculpted 
our processional crucifix and created our 
candleholders), is mounted on the wall 
near the Sacristy door in the side altar 
area. The sculpture was commissioned 
as a gift to Fr. Gerrity on the occasion of 
his retirement as pastor; it was returned 
to the church as a bequest from him. 

My mother, Lucy 
Miroglotta, has 
been a member of 
St. Martin of Tours’ 

Parish since 1987 when she moved to 
Maple Heights with her husband Carl and 
her mother Theresa. 

Lucy was born in Wellington, Ohio. She 
met her husband there at an early age. 
Carl lived in Cleveland, but as a child, 
he spent some of the summers visiting 
his grandmother in Wellington. He saw 
Lucy and liked her right away. He took 
her hair bow back to Cleveland, and he 
never forgot her. Eventually, Lucy moved 
to Cleveland to attend beauty school. She 
worked as a beautician at the prestigious 
Anastasia Salon in downtown Cleveland. 

Lucy has been blessed with artistic talents. 
She played the violin, designed and sewed 

some of her own clothes, and worked 
for a photographer, tinting photographs 
back when photos were only black and 
white. Designing flower arrangements, 
Lucy worked for a florist. She also 
elaborately decorated cakes, and painted 
original works of art using oil, acrylic, and 
watercolors. Lucy belongs to the Hillcrest 
Art Club and is working on a piece of art 
to enter into their next art show.

Lucy’s Italian heritage influenced her 
cooking. She made unforgettable Italian 
Wedding Soup, lasagna, and pepperoni 
bread. She still enjoys large family meals 
on Sundays with her loving family. 
Chocolate ice cream cones are her dessert 
of choice.

Her family losses include her teen-aged 
son Steven in a car accident, her husband 

in 1995, and her mother Theresa. Lucy 
took care of her mother for many years. 

Now that Lucy is 95 years old, she splits 
her time between her two daughters’ 
homes. Lucy has four grandchildren, 
seven great-grandchildren, and is looking 
forward to the birth of another great-
grandchild in May. She occupies her 
time working on puzzles, doing word 
searches, creating works of art, watching 
old movies, and her favorite TV show, 
“The Wheel of Fortune.” 

For years Lucy could be found in the 
kitchen, helping with salads, rolls, 
and desserts for St. Martin’s Annual 
Pasta Dinner. Lucy is still active in the 
Martineers group. She attends meetings 
with her daughters and looks forward to 
seeing her friends there every month.
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A LOOK BACK…
Parish Lines of Succession
by Joseph G. Langa

In the Aeneid Vergil wrote, “forsan et 
haec olim meminisse iuvabit” (“and 
perhaps it will be pleasing to have 
remembered these things one day”). 
On June 14th our parish will be 60 years 
young. It is good to look back and 
remember the women and men who have 
served us during the past six decades.

PASTORS
Fr. John J. Gerrity, Founding Pastor – 

1960-1981
Fr. Albert A. Krupp – 1981-1992
Fr. John G. Vrana – 1992-1999
Fr. James F. Mazanec – 1999-2003
Fr. Luigi C. Miola – 2003 to the present

ASSOCIATE PASTORS
Fr. Robert W. Kline – 1961-1966
Fr. Ralph V. Coletta – 1966-1968
Fr. Daniel R. McBride – 1968
Fr. Joseph J. Lieberth – 1968-1973
Fr. Robert J. Lindquist – 1973-1979
Fr. Thomas F. Nimberger – 1974-1980
Fr. Robert L. Hoban – 1979-1984
Fr. Daniel J. Nealon – 1981-1986
Fr. Kevin M. Liebhardt – l984-1989
Fr. Timothy J. Plavac – 1986-1991
Fr. Arthur A. Snedeker – 1991-94
Fr. Allen F. Corrigan – 1994-99
Fr. Matthew J. Glaros – 1999-2002

RELIGIOUS BROTHERS 
Br. Thom Bercik
Br. Tom Wilson

DEACONS
Rev. Mr. John R. Bender – 1989-2003
Rev. Mr. James E. Hostutler – 2002 
Rev. Mr. Thaddeus “Ted” C. Bizon – 

2003-2018
Rev. Mr. Raymond L. Daull –  

2019 to the present

GRADE SCHOOL PRINCIPALS & 
ADMINISTRATORS
ST. MARTIN OF TOURS GRADE 
SCHOOL
Sr. Mary Electa Coleman, H.M., 

Founding Principal – 1963-1974
Sr. Sara Sofia, H.M. – 1974-1976
Sr. Kathryn Conry, H.M. – 1976-1983
Sr. Maureen Smith, H.M. – 1983-1988
Mrs. Rozann Swanson – 1988-2003
Miss Mary Mackin – 2003-2004
Mrs. Mary Marunowski – 2004-2007
Mr. Jim King – 2007-2009
Mrs. Kathy Krupar – 2009-2012

SON OF THE PARISH: BRIAN HOULAHAN
Parishioner of Note
by Sally Houlahan-Liosi

Brian and 
Marilyn 
Houlahan 
were 
married in 
1959, and 
lived in 
Bedford, 
Ohio.  
They were 

founding members of St. Martin of Tours 
Parish in June 1960.  The Houlahans had 
three children: Kathy, Tom and Sally, all 
of whom attended St. Martin of Tours 
elementary school.  

Their oldest daughter, Kathleen, was 
among the first children baptized in the 
parish.  Her baptism took place in the 
rectory basement; a yellow plastic dishpan 
was used as the Baptismal Font. 

During the early years, Brian played an 
antique pump organ at daily Mass at 6:30 
a.m. and 8:00 a.m. in a small chapel in 
the rectory basement. Sunday Masses 
were held in Dunham Road School.  
When the church opened in 1963, pastor 
Fr. John Gerrity asked Brian to stay on as 
organist for a few months until he found 
a music director.  Those few months 
turned into 17 years! 

Marilyn, a member of the Ladies Guild, 
volunteered at school while the children 
attended.  Brian, a member of the Men’s 
Club, joined the steering committee 
to form a Parish Council.  St. Martin’s 
was the first in the Diocese to establish 
a parish council.  Dan Gacka served as 
the first Chairperson, with Brian as Vice.  
Then Brian was elected Chairperson, 
holding the position several years.  He 
was also Chairman of Finance Council 
many years.   

Brian and Marilyn became part of a 
friendship group known as “The February 
Group.”  The Group was comprised of 
seven couples who, between them, had 
28 children, all of whom attended St. 
Martin’s School.  The Group got its name 
because each February they went away for 
a weekend—without the children!  Their 
friendship continues this day.

Brian and Marilyn formed a close 
relationship with Fr. Gerrity.  When he 
retired, Fr. Gerrity moved to St. Mary’s 
Seminary where Brian was Chief 
Operating Officer.  As Father’s health 
declined, Brian became his legal guardian; 
he moved into Little Sisters of the Poor, 
remaining there until the Lord called him 
home November 2, 2003.  Ironically, 
Marilyn passed away November 2, 2019.  
That was Providence—and I know Fr. 
Gerrity was waiting with our Lord to 
welcome her into the Kingdom of Heaven.

Brian continues to be an active 
parishioner at St. Martin’s, offering the 
wisdom of his experience and valued 
insights, and sharing his knowledge 
about the parish’s history.

TRUST IN THE LORD
Molly’s Meditation
by Molly Grunau

A river flows towards a lake, an 
ocean, a larger body of water.

We, children of God, journey 
through the streams of life.

Have faith that the direction  is 
towards the Lord, our most bountiful 
body of water.

With prayer, penance, and 
patience the current will guide us 
down the stream.

Be a fish swimming, with Jesus and 
other guppies, appreciating the 
living waters.

We may get stuck when we hit the 
rocks; trust the Lord, for the water 
keeps running.

Thank you, Lord, for Your endless 
mercy.
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ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Mrs. Lisa Oriti, Principal –  

2012 to the present
Mr. Scott Gongos, Vice Principal – 

2012-2015
Mrs. Christine Malone, Vice Principal – 

2015 to the present

HOLY HUMILITY OF MARY NUNS 
Assigned to St. Martin of Tours 
Grade School
Sr. Mary Electa Coleman
Sr. Chaminade (later Sr. Mary) Leopold
Sr. Sheila (later Sr. Maureen) Smith
Sr. Maurice (later Sr. Rita) Ferry
Sr. Mary Matthew (later Sr. Mary Ann) 

Montavon
Sr. Marie Colette Faulhaber
Sr. Mary Helen Huber
Sr. Juanita (later Sr. Joyce) Rothermel
Sr. Therese Zak
Sr. Sara Sofia
Sr. Kathryn Conry
Sr. Camilla Witchner
Sr. Dolores Santill
Sr. Jean Thurin

DIRECTORS OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION & PASTORAL 
MINISTERS
Sr. Mary Ann Montavon, H.M.,  

First D.R.E. – 1975-1979
Sr. Joyce Joecken, C.S.J. – 1980-1994
Mr. Albert “Albie” Lecko – 1989-1994
Ms. Michele Baetzold – 1994
Ms. Mary Collingwood
Ms. Paula Kemp Hess
Sr. Karen Shimko, SSJ-TOSF
Ms. Laurie Gajda
Mrs. Diana McCormick – 2002-2013
Mrs. Johnna Kopczak – 2013-2014
Mrs. Roberta “Bobbi” Bugaj – 2014 to 

the present

ORGANISTS, CHOIR DIRECTORS & 
DIRECTORS OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Mr. Brian Houlahan
Sr. Marie Colette Faulhaber, H.M.
Ms. Alice Butkiewicz
Sr. Therese Zak, H.M.
Paula Miller-Francis
Mrs. Laura Barrett
Mr. Donald Grabowy
Miss Elaine Gacka
Mr. Ty Morgan
Mr. Robert Bugaj
Mr. Joseph Jarzynski
Mr. Jason Falkovsky
Ms. Terri Terrano
Mrs. Julie Brown

MEMORIES OF ST. MARTIN’S…
by SMT Parishioners

We invited parishioners to share their 
memories of St. Martin of Tours church 
and parish with us—and several of you 
did…

“For many years, the St. Martin’s Ladies’ 
Guild and Men’s Club sponsored many 
events and offered many opportunities 
for socializing and friendship. Some 
events, like the Night at the Races, were 
joint efforts. If there was food involved, 
the Ladies Guild was there to bake, cook 
and serve. A highlight of the annual 
church picnic was provided by the men: 
homemade sausage accompanied by corn 
on the cob. And the ladies made and sold 
pies. For many years, the Ladies Guild 
gave the church a good spring cleaning 
before Easter. The Men’s Club sponsored 
the sports programs. Whatever the 
occasion, there was a good chance that 
one or both of those organizations were 
involved. Many long-standing friendships 
resulted from membership in the Ladies’ 
Guild and Men’s Club.”

 “For over thirty years, the Rainbow 
Group has provided support and comfort 
for the bereaved. Because of the common 
bond of grieving, many friendships (and 
two weddings!) have risen from the 
sharing of stories and tears. The mutual 
support has allowed many to move 
forward in their grief journey.”

“A very quiet, but important, part of 
St. Martin’s is the Perpetual Adoration 
Chapel.

Since 1990, people have been praying in 
the Chapel around the clock for their own 
intentions and the intentions of others.”

Ronnie Waclawik recalls, “We moved 
here in 1968. It was like coming home: the 
friendly welcome we received. Our whole 
family has been involved in the parish at 

one time or another. We did Renewals….
had parent classes in our home. I taught 
PSR class for 27 years. We started a 
Nativity play, and ended up doing an 
evening performance of it, too. We also 
started Summer Bible School, run by PSR 
teachers and moms. We had Bible study, 
songs and crafts, all done by the teachers. 
Our closing Mass and party had a First 
Communion celebrated. It was two weeks 
of fun and learning for all.”

Marge Langa remembers cleaning the 
church with other ladies of the Altar 
and Rosary Society in the 1960s and 
1970s. For several years she oversaw the 
laundering and pressing of the Altar Boys’ 
cassocks and surplices. Sr. Marie Colette, 
Sr. Mary Helen and she were the original 
Community and Family Life Commission, 
whose primary function was regularly 
visiting shut-in parishioners. Her husband 
Joe Langa recalls ushering for “standing-
room only” Masses, and many good 
friends among the priests and parishioners. 
Most of all he remembers the excellent 
education, both academic and religious, 
that their four sons received at the school 
under the direction of the Humility of 
Mary nuns. He’s proud that they all are 
strong, practicing Catholics today.

Other memories which surfaced include 
summer Neighborhood Masses in the 
homes of parishioners, the parish Skills 
Bank, “Christ Renews His Parish,” 
“Renew” Retreats, the Sports Programs, 
Cursillo (de colores!), Family Camp-
Out Nights with outdoor Mass in the 
morning, Ordinations and First Masses 
of Fr. Peter Fernando and Fr. O’Brien, 
the early Holy Name Society, Parish 
Picnics, Clam Bakes, the Strawberry 
Festival, and Volleyball.

What do you remember?
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BROAD STROKES & TRIVIAL DETAILS
Martin, Our Patron
by Joseph G. Langa

In a previous issue of Martin’SWord 
(Vol. 3, No. 3 August 2008) I wrote of 
Martin of Tours as the Saint of Irony. I 
attempted to paint a portrait of our patron 
in broad strokes, that is, by presenting a 
few significant, consequential facts about 
him. First, although he was a soldier, 
he was a pacifist and conscientious 
objector. Second, though his personal 
preference was for the solitary life of a 
hermit, he submitted to the guidance of 
the Spirit and accepted unsought both 
ordination and later the role of bishop in 
Tours, France. Third, he was a zealous 
evangelizer who fought heresy but with 
tolerance and mercy. Finally, his defining 
act of charity, sharing his cloak with a 
beggar (who turned out to be Jesus), 
demonstrated his commitment to serving 
Christ by caring for others. 

But portraits are painted with more than 
just broad strokes; they’re painted with 
details. Trivia—details about a subject—
is information which is insignificant, 
inconsequential, of minor importance—
but often interesting. And there’s lots of 
“trivia” connected to Martin’s story. I 
hope sharing a few of these tidbits will be 
entertaining as well as informative. 

For example, several words and 
expressions in our language developed 
from his famed garment. Our word 
chapel is derived from the Latin word 
cappella (“little cape”), the diminutive 
of cappa “cape, cloak.” The association 
of the much-venerated relic, Martin’s 
cut-down cape, with the shrine in the 

oratory at the Marmoutier Abbey near 
Tours where it was hung, soon occurred. 
Eventually the meaning broadened, 
referring to any place where a relic was 
kept, and then to any small place of 
private worship, sometimes free-standing 
but often attached to a church, a larger 
place of communal worship. 

The priests who looked after the relic and 
said Mass in the chapel became known as 
cappellani; today we refer to clergymen 
who serve a particular institution, such 
as a hospital, prison or the military, as 
chaplains. 

Since chapels were usually too small to 
accommodate an organ, choirs often sang 
there unaccompanied by instrumental 
music. This style of vocal music, “in the 
manner of the chapel,” was originally 
named alla cappella. Today we know it 
as a cappella.

Other expressions have to do with 
weather. St. Martin’s Summer, refers 
to a warm spell occurring between 
Martinmas (his feast day, November 
11th) and November 20th. We would call 
such a warm spell after the first frost 
“Indian Summer.” But if it snowed on St. 
Martin’s Day, my Grandma Mary Langa, 
who hailed from Czechoslovakia, would 
say, “So, St. Martin come on a white 
horse.” An old English proverb states, “If 
the geese at Martin’s Day stand on ice, 
they will walk in mud at Christmas.”

Two humorous legends connect our 
patron with geese. In one, Martin’s 

preaching is continually interrupted by 
the honking of a goose. Pushed beyond 
the limits of his patience, he has the 
goose “executed”—and served up for 
dinner. (Some claim he died choking 
on the breastbone!) Another has it that 
when the populace was searching for 
Martin, intending to make him bishop 
against his will, his hiding place in a 
barn was betrayed by the honking of a 
goose. (His ‘goose was cooked’—by a 
goose!) Medieval people thought it fitting 
to celebrate Martinmas with a meal of 
roasted goose, Martinsgans.

The adage “His Martinmas will come, as 
it does to every hog,” means that everyone 
must die or get his comeuppance. Fatted 
hogs, cattle, and geese were traditionally 
slaughtered and salted, smoked and dried 
for winter on St. Martin’s Day. A mart was 
a fatted ox. Martlemas beef was a type 
of smoked jerky. Wine casks were also 
tapped on the feast day which coincided 
with the ancient Roman wine festival, the 
Vinalia. Feast day indeed!

One last tidbit. I recently discovered 
that the school song which we sang at 
St. Martin of Tours Grade School every 
year on his feast day and other important 
school occasions had lyrics written by a 
Mary T. Synon, but the melody had been 
composed by none other than Wolfgang 
A. Mozart!

An old proverb states that “God is in the 
detail.” Maybe Martin is, too.

A BLESSED EVENT!
Daycare Expected Summer 2020
by Christine Malone

What is that you hear? The pitter-patter of little children! St. Benedict Early Childhood 
Learning Center is in the process of expanding our program to include a daycare! The newly 
formed daycare will be housed on the Turney Road campus and will accept children between 
the ages of 6 weeks through preschool. We anticipate our daycare opening to take place in 
late summer 2020. More information regarding the opening and registration for the daycare 
program will be forthcoming in the next few months. 
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WHY DO WE HAVE SACRAMENTS – AND WHAT ARE THEY?
Light on the Liturgy
by Ed Francis

The early Church’s understanding that the 
term Eucharist means the whole action 
and prayer of giving thanks gives us an 
idea of what a sacrament is – an action 
in which we participate, not a thing to be 
administered and received.

Those of us who grew up in the mid- to 
late-20th century can recall learning the 7 
sacraments and a definition of sacrament 
as “a sign instituted by Christ to give 
grace.” This definition is valid, but is 
open to misinterpretation. The danger is 
that it can impersonalize the sacraments, 
making them into things to be received.
However, both the Constitution on the 
Liturgy from Vatican II and the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church (CCC) describe 
a sacrament as “an action of the whole 
Christ…the whole community, the Body 
of Christ united with its Head.” (CCC, 
1136, 1140) Thus, the sacraments are not 
things to be received but actions in which 
we participate - actions of Christ present 
through sacramental signs,and actions of 
the Church community. 

In the sacraments, Christ is mediating for 
us with our Father and reaching out to 
share his life, the life of the Triune God, 
with us. It is he who takes the initiative, 
calling us to himself. The sacrament is not 
primarily what we do; it is Christ reaching 
out to us, through his Church community, 
to share his life with us.Sacraments are 
personal encounters between us as active, 
involved adults and Jesus, the Son of 
God become human, present in our midst 
through sacramental signs. They establish 
or deepen our relationship with the Triune 
God, and thus we share in his life. We call 
this sharing “grace,” a freely-given gift 
from a God who actually loves and cares 
about us. It is comparable to a human 
relationship, where spouses share their 
lives with one another and with their 
children, where husband and wife are 
willing to do whatever it takes to help, 
sustain and support the other. This is the 
relationship that Christ offers to us.

Sacraments are the actions of the whole 
community (the universal Church) and of 
the local community, of which we are a 

part as we participate in the liturgy.They 
are the actions of his Church community, 
the Body of Christ, made up of many 
members, lay and ordained, with a 
diversity of roles and ministries, all united 
by the Holy Spirit as one. Thus sacraments 
“are not private functions but are 
celebrations of the Church” (CCC, 1140). 
Sacrament are not just between me and 
Jesus; they are communal prayer. “The 
celebrating assembly is the community of 
the baptized who…are consecrated to be a 
holy priesthood,” sharing, through baptism 
and the anointing of the Holy Spirit, in 
the priesthood of Christ, the sole priest 
or mediator between God and humanity 
(1141).

We know that Christ is actually present 
and acting in the liturgy because we, the 
local community, celebrate the sacrament 
in union with the universal Church, the 
Body of Christ present in this world. The 
sign and means of that unity is the Bishop 
(or his representative, the priest), who 
is a member, through his ordination, in 
the College of Bishops, united with the 
Pope. “These servants are chosen and 
consecrated by the sacrament of Holy 
Orders by which the Holy Spirit enables 
them to act in the person of Christ the 
head, for the service of all the members of 
the Church” (1142). This is what connects 
the local Church to the universal Church 
and gives structure and order to the 
Church. This gives us a “guarantee” that 
Christ is acting in the liturgy.

This understanding of sacraments reflects 
a basic, 2-fold, biblical principle, evident 

throughout Salvation History: God takes 
the initiative to save us, and he does this 
through a community, the People of God, 
the Israelites, and then the People of 
God, the Church community. Our role is 
to respond to his love. God saves us not 
because of anything we do, but because 
he cares so much about us. God created 
all things as good, sharing his life and 
happiness with us. Then, when we rejected 
him, he set in motion and accomplished 
his plan to save us from the control of sin 
and evil. However, we must do our part 
in this process – which is to respond with 
humble thanksgiving to Christ’s offer. We 
do this in two ways -- first by participating 
actively and consciously in the liturgy, and 
second by leading our lives according to 
“God’s way,” doing our part to build his 
Kingdom. 

SAINT MARTIN’S SUMMER
by John Greenleaf Whittier

Though flowers have perished  
at the touch of Frost, the 
early comer,

I hail the season loved so much, 
the good St. Martin’s summer.

O gracious morn, with rose-red 
dawn, and thin moon  
curving o’er it!

The old year’s darling, latest 
born, more loved than all 
before it!

The summer and the winter here 
midway a truce are holding,

A soft, consenting atmosphere 
their tents of peace enfolding.

Less drear the winter night shall 
be, If memory cheer and 
hearten

Its heavy hours with thoughts of 
thee, sweet summer  
of St. Martin!
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CHANGING THE 
WORLD WITH 
KINDNESS
The SBCS School Report
by Lisa Oriti, Principal

St. Benedict 
Catholic 
School’s theme 
for the 2019-
20 school year 
is “Change 
the World 

with Kindness.” Throughout this year, 
we allowed God’s grace to gift us with 
His love, shared our time and talents 
through service for others, recognized the 
importance of family, and encouraged 
and supported each other as we have 
striven for academic excellence, 
celebrating each individual.

In our eighth year, many exciting 
things have happened! We continued to 
expand our STEM/STREAM education 

program by providing STEM/STREAM 
clubs and lessons. STEM/STREAM 
education incorporates Science, 
Technology, Religion, Engineering, Arts 
and Math into a project-based learning 
program. Our teachers have trained 
extensively to facilitate project-based 
learning experiences with all students 
from PreK-8th grade. These lessons 
truly have engaged students in their 
learning and provided them with the 21st 
century skills needed to be competitive 
in today’s academic world. To further 
challenge our students and demonstrate 
their achievements, we have entered 
them in several diocesan STEM 
competitions, called the Xstream games. 
Our students have been very successful 
in these contests in the past, and we look 
forward to their accomplishments at the 
end of the month.

Religion has remained the cornerstone 
of our education as we have focused 
on student-led lessons that include 
service learning. We gathered with our 

Faith Families and created cards for the 
Veterans, inviting them to our Veteran’s 
Day performance as thanks for their 
service to our parishes and community. 
We assembled baskets, consisting of full 
Thanksgiving meals, donated by our 
students to share with the hungry of our 
community. The students continue to 
create monthly crafts, such as Valentines, 
for our parishioners and handed them out 
at our Hospitality Masses.

As we complete our eighth year, I want 
to personally thank Fr. Haren, Fr. Miola, 
our Board members, teachers, staff, 
parents, parishioners, and students for 
their contributions in making St. Benedict 
Catholic School an amazing place to learn 
and grow in our faith! We have traveled 
on this journey together, and all that we 
have accomplished would not have been 
possible without your prayers and support.

We look forward to continuing our 
journey together as we grow in God’s 
goodness and love. 

CALL 9-1-1! THE 
COOKIES ARE 
BURNING!
Exploring Grief
by Raine Austen

Oh no!  The cookies are burning!  Smoke 
is suffocating me!  The oven is going to 
explode!  Call 9-1-1!!

Twice I’ve had visits from fire 
departments; both times Mom and I 
survived.  I am ashamed to admit it, 
but both fires were caused by my poor 
cooking skills. I passed Home-Ec sewing 
but not cooking.  Mom won a fire 
extinguisher at the parish picnic once…the 
day after the last kitchen fire!  I haven’t 
had to use it since…thankfully!  

Actually, I’m a pretty good cook, but I 
wasn’t the baker in the family; Mom was.  
I loved pampering Mom; I miss cooking 
for her as much I miss her incredible 
baking: Slovenian breads and Christmas 

cookies.  Grief immediately makes us 
learn our “new normal,” requiring us to 
take on activities that our loved one had…
like baking.

I remember coming home from work after 
she passed completely exhausted.  On 
the couch I quickly fell asleep. Suddenly, 
I smelled cookies in the oven...so good!  
Then the smell of the burning filled the 
house, and smoke began to billow! 

I woke screaming, “Help! Fire! Call 
9-1-1!”  Running to the kitchen, my heart 
pounding from anxiety and fear—I was 
surprised to see that the oven wasn’t 
on!  There were no cookies, nothing was 
burning.  I wasn’t smelling anything real. 

Immediately tears of thanks—and 
confusion—began.  I sat down to collect 
myself and control my anxiety attack.  So 
strange!  The aroma of cookies lingered 
for just a few moments and then was gone. 

I called a friend to talk it through and sob 
in her ear; that helped.  I had experienced 

a “bereavement dream,” the reality and 
clarity of something so special from my 
childhood, associated with the mom 
I absolutely adored.  Bereavement 
dreams stir up our grief as much as they 
comfort us. These dreams are gifts. If you 
experience them, let them show you the 
way to your heart. 

We all dream, whether we recall it or not; 
it’s nature’s ways of helping us confront 
and work through what troubles us.  
Take comfort knowing that as you move 
forward in your grief, your dreams will 
mean something special.  If you dream of 
your loved one in a happier state, that’s 
where he or she is…Jesus tells us…that 
our loved ones are in His care.  And we’ve 
been promised to see them again. 

I can’t wait.

If you have a story you’d like to share, 
please email me  at:   raineausten@
yahoo.com.   Grief: we are in this 
together.  Really.
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SCHOOL DAYS
Early Childhood Learning Center
by Christine Malone

St. Benedict Early Learning Center has 
been busy and active since the beginning 
of the school year. 

Fr. Haren and Fr. Lou visit our students 
often, and our students are excited when 
they visit. When Fr. Haren visits, the 
students are eager to share new songs 
and poems with him. When Fr. Lou 
visits, he usually leads the students in 
multiple prayer services. Expressing 
gratitude at Thanksgiving was one 
service, and Fr. Lou also distributed 
ashes to the students on Ash Wednesday.

The teachers at the Early Learning 
Center like to make school fun and as 
well as educational. Polar Express Day, 

Dr. Seuss Day, and Celebrating the 100th 
Day of School are just a few events that 
took place this year. Students learn best 
when they are engaged in activities. 
Dental Health and various science 
concepts were brought to life when 
Rockside Dental and the MetroParks 
came to the Early Learning Center 
for in-house field trips. We also have 
community members who visit the Early 
Learning Center to promote safety. 
Those community members included 
members of the local police and fire 
departments. 

We also welcomed various guests to the 
Early Learning Center this year. These 
special guests were family members. 
Throughout the year family members are 
invited to the Early Learning Center to 
spend time with their students. Muffins 
with Mom, Donuts with Dad, Pancakes 

with Parents, and Grandparent’s Day are 
just a few of these special events.

As you can see 
the Early Learning 
Center is buzzing 
with excitement, 
and as we end 
the school year, 
we are looking 
forward to May 
Crowning, field day 
and graduations. 
Time is flying but 
at a good speed. 
May God bless 
you. St. Benedict 
Early Learning 
Center appreciates 
your support and 
wishes you a happy 
summer!

FINDING THE 
ANSWERS
Seekers Circle

by Margie Gasparik

What’s the answer? In the book 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy the 
answer was “42,” which I’ve always 
felt was a huge disappointment. When 
it comes to our faith, our families, and 
building a solid foundation from which 
to make life decisions, as Catholics we 
deserve good answers! 

Regardless if you are naturally inquisitive 
or perhaps more accepting of life’s 
ambiguities, let me introduce you to 
Catholic Answers. 

In their own words, “Catholic Answers 
is one of the nation’s largest lay-run 
apostolates of Catholic apologetics 

and evangelization…a media ministry 
that serves Christ by explaining and 
defending the Catholic faith. We help 
Catholics grow in their faith; we bring 
former Catholics home; and we lead non-
Catholics into the fullness of the truth.” 

Catholic Answers started in 1979 when 
its founder, Karl Keating, came out of 
Mass and found on his windshield a 
flyer attacking the Eucharist. A local 
Fundamentalist church put it there, and 
the information was completely wrong. 
Karl was so annoyed that he drafted a 
rebuttal introducing basic Catholic beliefs 
and refuting anti-Catholic charges, signed 
it “Catholic Answers;” and placed copies 
on the windshields of cars in the same 
Fundamentalist church’s lot. Then he 
opened a post office box in that name. 
Surprisingly, Keating soon found the 
P.O. box bulging with letters—some 
unquotable, others cheering him on and 
asking for other tracts.

Karl, who has degrees in law and 
theology, and has written books, closed 
his law practice in 1988 and began 

working on Catholic Answers full-
time, creating a staff of experienced 
apologists, clerical and lay, many of 
whom have advanced degrees. Catholic 
Answers is recognized as an apostolate 
in good standing by the Diocese of San 
Diego, where the main office is located.

Catholic Answers comes in multiple 
media formats: a website (catholic.
com) with hundreds of questions and 
answers, an APP (CALive), podcasts, 
videos, Catholic Answers Magazine, 
tracts, books, Facebook and a live radio 
broadcast show on AM 1260 “The Rock” 
at 6-8pm weekdays. The radio show 
is open to callers of any faith who are 
inquisitive and in need of good, Catholic-
based answers. 

Many contributors and radio hosts have 
had questions of their own, having lived 
personal searches for truth. Many have 
converted to the Catholic faith. 

If you need an answer or don’t even know 
what question to ask, spend some time 
exploring Catholic Answers. You won’t 
be disappointed.



DADDY DAY CARE
Mary’s Musings
by Mary Benek-Higgins

I’ve belonged to four parishes in my life. 
Two of them closed because the young 
people that had grown up in them moved 
away. The people moving into the area 
were not Catholic. The congregations 
dwindled as they aged.

It isn’t often, but I do hear people 
complain about the noise in church from 
fussy children. 

What about those fussy children? God 
bless them and their parents! Parents 
come to pray and worship, but their 
children have other ideas! Infants cry 
when they are hungry, tired, too cold 
or too warm, need a diaper change or 
just want to play. Since they can’t talk, 
the only way to let us know something 
is wrong is to howl. “WAAAAA!” 
reverberates throughout the church. 

The kids who are a bit older have 
discovered their two legs are for running…
away from parents, away from family, and 

to anywhere there is room to move. So 
parents dash after them to contain them in 
one area. It’s often not a silent procedure. 
Add to the mix the kids who are just tired 
and don’t want to sit on hard pews, and 
those who are fussing with their siblings. 

My daughter and I have words to describe 
such situations in church. “Someone’s 
unhappy,” goes to the child who is too 
little to know what’s happening and 
can only wail. Our personal favorite is 
“Escapee!” This is the little one who 
has gotten away and dashes through the 
church, a parent hot on his heels. It’s 
hysterical! The parent becomes a gymnast, 
and the child, a track star!

One Sunday the kids were very fussy. My 
daughter whispered to me, “Look at the 
back of the church: it’s like Daddy Day 
Care.” Yep; six men were trying to keep 
about ten kids quiet. These dads came to 
church to pray, but they weren’t getting too 
much of that done. Dads, God heard you, 
even if you were chasing after your child 
who wouldn’t settle down. 

Yes, having families at Mass means 

noise. But it also means our church is 
alive and healthy and growing. Parents 
are raising young families in our Catholic 
faith and traditions. Without their 
presence (and noise that is a temporarily 
annoying side effect), the body of people 
that we are—and our faith which we pass 
on to our children—dies. In the current 
age of materialism and atheistic beliefs, 
faith becomes harder to instill in the next 
generation. 

Congratulations to all the parents who 
come to church with their children, 
diaper bags and all. God blesses you for 
your effort, even if that effort is spent 
corralling children. Children learn by 
imitating what they see. They won’t 
understand faith for a while, but if they 
see people who are patient with them, 
eventually they’ll learn that what we do is 
important. As their ability to understand 
develops, we teach them. We pray that 
our faith also becomes theirs.

To the members of “Daddy Day Care,” 
God knows you’re trying, even when 
your youngsters are making you wonder 
why you even bother.


