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Today’s Scripture 
Mindful of his covenant, the Lord promises never to destroy 
creation again by flood waters.  The waters of baptism bring 
salvation and forgiveness through the death of Christ.  After 
fasting forty days and being put to the test, Jesus begins his 
public ministry. 
 
SATURDAY: FEBRUARY 20 - SATURDAY AFTER 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
 7:30 am   Helen Domin (Gary and Donna Sleeman) 
 4:30 pm   Edward Paulin (Paulin Family) 
SUNDAY: FEBRUARY 21 - FIRST SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

9:00 am   Bernard Hovan (Family) 
11:00 am  For the People 

MONDAY: FEBRUARY 22 - THE CHAIR OF SAINT 
PETER THE APOSTLE 
 7:30 am   Earl and Isabel Malloy (Family Michele 
Batdorf) 
 6:30 pm   John and Stella Hnanicek (Brenda Furiga) 
TUESDAY: FEBRUARY 23 – SAINT POLYCARP 
 7:30 am   Ericka Dorko  (Diana Dorko)  
 6:30 pm   Mosher Family (Michele Batdorf) 
WEDNESDAY: FEBRUARY 24 – LENTEN 
WEEKDAY 
 7:30 am    Poor Souls in Purgatory (John and Alexis 
McElhone) 

6:30 pm   Robert Fargo (Mary Ann  Fargo) 
THURSDAY: FEBRUARY 25 LENTEN WEEKDAY 
 7:30 am   Ruth and Don Vossler (Gary and Donna 
Sleeman) 
FRIDAY: FEBRUARY 26 – LENTEN WEEKDAY 
 7:30 am   Rod Weger (Michele Batdorf) 
SATURDAY: FEBRUARY 27 – LENTEN WEEKDAY 
 7:30 am    Michael Costanzo (Family) 
 4:30 pm    Patrick Papesh (Family) 
SUNDAY: FEBRUARY 28 – SECOND SUNDAY OF  
LENT 
 9:00 am    For the People 
 11:00 am  Ethel and Sam Lionti (John Lionti) 
 
 
 
Return to Mass 
Please be reminded that there is a dispensation that is 
indefinite relative to Mass attendance for those with health 
concerns.  If you have concerns shelter in (in a word). 
 
 

Parish Budget Business – February 14, 2021 
 
Sunday Envelopes $3190.00 
Black/Native American $16.00 
Diocesan Assessments/Development $22.00 
Donations  $1930.00 
Eastern Europe $70.00 
Latin America $3.00 
New Year’s Day (Solemnity of Mary) $5.00 
Repair and Maintenance $1147.00 
Utilities  $535.00 
Cloak Fund  $45.00 
Candles  $61.10  
Christmas  $50.00 
 

 
From Parish Finance – Andrea Morris – Finance Chairperson 
Thank you for your continued support during this time.  
 
 
PLEASE PRAY 
Please keep in your prayers the sick and the homebound of  
our parish: Marissa, Alex Adams, Patrice Adams, Theresa Ali,  
Mary Ann Anselmo, Joyce Armstrong, Gaylene Bielawski,  
Lisa Bielawski, Helen Blasko, Ed Bacha, Kathi Bayun,  
Margaret Blaha, Mary Ann Blatnik, Sue Boyne,  
Theresa Buffington, Judith Carr, Alexis Cerio, Paul Cramer,  
Theresa DeAngelo, Kevin Deka, Roger DiPenti, Jeff Fossa,  
Bob Frey, Bob Gerber, Danny Goins, Frank Gerber,  
Loretta Gerber, Mark Gerber, Lorenzo Gramuglia,  
Grant family, Cathy Gumina, Christine Habian, Ed Hall,  
Virginia Harley, Carla Hernandez, Gilbert Hernandez,  
Robert Hernandez, Bob Hrovat, Danny Houlahan,  
Cynthia Konopa, Dick Hovan, Anthony Hrich, Patricia Hupp,  
Helen Husky, John Klamar, Emily Kondash, Patricia Kuensel,  
Jeffrey Ksiazka, Joe and Marge Langa, Ronald Lewayne,  
Fred Lisy, Patty Lisy, Dawn Marks, John McDonald,  
Patricia Mismas, Denise Mummery, Cameron North,  
James Neitzel, Judith Nagorski, Jim Obley, Sr.,  
Denis Osowski, Marilyn Palko, Margit Papay, Jim Piskura,  
Betty Rembowski, Dan Remar, Irene Remar, Mary Rataj,  
Audrey Roch, Cortney Ruggeri, Barb Sobey, Jonathan Sedor,  
Bernadette Seme, Donna Sleeman, Bonnie Sobiesienski,  
Daniel Sholz, Edwina Stefanski, Janet S., Petar Tokic,  
Jean Toth, Gerald Towalski, Joanne Trusnik, Frances Yartz,  
Vern Yodsnukis,  
 And the recently deceased:  Alan Bentley, Frances 
Hocevar, Florence Bobek, Mary Ann Cowie 
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PARISH WEEKLY EVENTS 
Sat: Feb. 20 7:30 am Mass 
   3:00 pm Confessions 
   4:30 pm Mass 
Sun: Feb. 21 9:00 am Mass 
   11:00 am Mass 
Mon:  Feb. 22 7:30 am Mass 
   8:00 am Rosary 
   6:00 pm Rosary/Novena 
   6:30 pm Mass 
Tues: Feb.  23 7:30 am Mass 
   8:00 am Rosary 
   6:15 pm Evening Prayer 
   6:30 pm Mass 
   7:00 pm Bible Study 
Wed:  Feb. 24 7:30 am Mass 
   8:00 pm Rosary 
   6:15 pm Evening Prayer 
   6:30 pm Mass 
Thurs: Feb. 25 7:30 am Mass 
   8:00 am Rosary 
Fri: Feb. 26 7:30 am Mass 
   8:00 am  Rosary 
Sat: Feb. 27 7:30 am Mass 
   3:00 pm Confessions 
   4:30 pm Mass 
Sun: Feb. 28 9:00 am Mass 
   11:00 am Mass 

 
 
HERE ARE SOME ITEMS THAT YOU SHOULD BE AWARE OF BEFORE  
ATTENDING MASS: 

1. For the safety of all, masks/face scarfs are required for  
entry into the church.  If you need a mask, one will be  
provided. 

2. If you have a fever (100F) or above, or do not feel well,  
please stay at home and know that we will pray for you.  

3. You can show you care for one another by masking and  
practicing social distancing (6ft). 

4. Please sanitize your hands upon entering/leaving the  
church, after touching your face or using the restroom. 

5. If you want to sit near friends, please wait for them outside  
of the church, and then enter together.   

6. Only the front doors of the church will be used for entry. 
7. Due to limited space, all socializing must be done outside  

of the church, remembering to keep social distancing. 
8. Ushers will escort you to available pews. 
9. All aisles will be marked for 1 way traffic only.   
10. Families may sit together in one pew, if more than one  

pew is required for your family, please tell your usher. 
 
Please keep in mind that we are trying to do our best to make our  
church safe for everyone as well as for our community.  As always,  
your questions, concerns or suggestions will be appreciated.  Thank  
you for your cooperation and May God continue to bless us. 
 
 

 
Light on the Liturgy 

by Ed Francis 
 
The First Sunday of Lent 
Today’s Readings: 
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022121.cfm 
 
 The second major season of the liturgical year (the 
first being Christmas) is the Lent-Easter cycle.  Lent 
began this past Wednesday and concludes on the 
Wednesday before Holy Thursday (Mar. 31).  The last 
3 days of Holy Week, the “Triduum,” commemorating 
Christ’s death and resurrection, are a season unto 
themselves.  Easter Season ends on Pentecost (May 
23). 
 Lent is the second earliest liturgical season 
observed by the Church - after the annual celebration 
of the death/resurrection of Jesus (Easter).  Lent’s 
origins are traceable back to a document called The 
Teaching of the Apostles (the Didascalia), written 
about 230 AD.  This called for a severe fast (bread, 
salt and water only) on the 3 days before the Triduum.  
In the 4th century this purificatory fast (although less 
severe) spread throughout the entire Church and was 
to be observed for 40 days, based on Jesus’ 40 days 
in the desert (today’s Gospel). Fasting, however, as 
Christ teaches in Matt. 6/1-26, was never to be 
separated from acts of charity and prayer.  Thus, from 
the mid-4th century to our own time, Lent has retained 
the same characteristics: a time of fasting, acts of 
charity and prayer for the world in which we live. 
 But why do we do this?  Certainly to help others and 
to be an example of Christ.  On a deeper level, 
however, we do it to grow in the image of Christ, to 
imitate him more clearly and thus to be more effective 
instruments in building his Kingdom here on earth.  
We humans can be weak, and we easily give in to 
temptations to pride and selfishness (unlike Christ in 
today’s Gospel).  Unfortunately it is part of our lot.  So, 
every once in a while, we need to sit back and take 
stock of ourselves.  Where am I doing right, where do 
I fall short of that goal?  This is the purpose of Lent.  It 
is not just a matter of avoiding sin, but an opportunity 
to improve ourselves.  Christianity is not a negative 
religion (avoid sin so as not to go to hell), but a 
positive religion – hear the Gospel, spread the Good 
News, do good to bring Christ to the world.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022121.cfm
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As we enter into the season of Lent I was reminded of the 
celebrations that are held on the Tuesday before the Ash 
Wednesday liturgy.  Mardi Gras we speak of as a 
descriptive way of celebrating FAT TUESDAY  which 

traditionally indicated 
the  consuming of rich 
fatty foods before the 
fasting and abstinence of 
the Lenten 
season.  Another 
description is Shrove 
Tuesday which, perhaps, 
takes on a deeper 
meaning of 
repentance.  That takes 
us into the mindset of 
penitential practices and 
caring for areas of our 
lives that ask for some 
attentive prayer and 

examination.  That may lead to the celebration of the 
sacrament. With due respect to the virus and limitations, we 
hope to have a communal celebration during Lent.  The 
practice of cleaning out our fridges (in the past larders) to 
consume the food that might be rich and pleasurable is one 
practice.  The concept might redound to cleaning out of our 
minds and hearts to afford the grace of the Holy Spirit to 
refresh and enrich us with lives renewed.    The renewal 
idea comes from the word Lent and so the forty days.  The 
meaning 'spring season'.  Inasmuch as many of us long for 
the days of spring and the end of the season of winter, do 
we long for a greater identification with Jesus himself?  Lent 
then is a time of rebirth.  As we recall that Jesus spent forty 
days in the desert (and  being tempted as well),   can we 
see the same time period as a renewal of our faithful 
discipleship following his pattern of life? It is interesting how 
since 1970 our church has Lent ending on Holy 
Thursday. We recall the words of Jesus at the washing of 
the feet when he shared  DO AS I HAVE DONE FOR 
YOU.  After Jesus was in solitude with fasting in the desert 
he began his ministry in Galilee (Luke’s gospel chapter 4). 
May we see our Lenten observance as not only a time of 
'giving up' but also a time of reaffirmation.  May we seek to 
reaffirm a relationship in the spirit to be those who have 
been renewed in our efforts to be the people of the gospel 
in our time. May we too do as he has done for us in service 
of his name. 

 
Readings for the Week of February 21, 2021 
 
Sunday:    Gn 9:8-15   Ps 25:4-9   1 Pt 3:18-22      
    Mk 1:12-15 
Monday:  1 Pt 5:1-4 Ps 23:1-6 Mt 16:13-19 
Tuesday:  Is 55:10-11 Ps 34:4-7, 16-19  Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10 Ps 51:3-4,12-13,18-19     
    Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday:   Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25, Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8,   
    Mt 7:7-12 
Friday:        Ez 18:21-28   Ps 130:1-8   Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday:    Dt 26:16-19 Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 Mt 5:43-48 
Sunday:     Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18, Ps 116:10, 15-19    
    Rom 8:31b-34 Mk 9:2-10 
 
  
READINGS FOR THE DAY  
To follow along with the daily readings visit  
< http://USCCB.org > and click on today’s date on the calendar. 
 
 
TELEVISED AND RADIO MASS SCHEDULE  
 
HELPFUL GUIDE FOR TELEVISION VIEWING: 

• Sunday at 10 am WUAB Channel 43, the CW 
• Cox Communications Cable subscribers may select  

channel 45.  Mass airs each week Sunday at 11:30 a.m. 
HELPFUL GUIDE FOR RADIO AND AUDIO LISTENING:  

• WINT-1330AM airs Mass each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
• The Rock 1260 AM Saturday at 4pm and Sunday at  

10:30 am 
 
DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND DAILY MASSES 
https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/covid19/mass 
 
 
 
Protecting God’s Children 
The Diocese of Cleveland’s “protecting God's Children”  
program is a continuing effort to instruct and inform  
everyone about the protection of children from sexual  
abuse.  To report any past or present suspected  
inappropriate behavior toward children by priests, deacons,  
religious, lay ecclesial ministers or personnel associated  
with the Church, please contact the Diocesan Response  
Service Office at 216-334-2999 or via email at  
mailto: response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org. 
You are also asked to immediately inform local authorities  
about inappropriate behavior.  
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Saint Martin’s Cloak Food Collection 
Saint Martin’s Cloak will only be accepting monetary donations 
for the months of February and March.  Thank you for your past 
and present support of this important ministry. 
 
The 2021 Catholic Charities Annual Appeal 
As in the past, an in-pew commitment process will take place this 
weekend, February 20-21.  All who have not received the mailing 
from Bishop Malesic, or have not had a chance to respond to it, 
will be asked to consider making a generous pledge to support 
the ministries and services provided by Catholic Charities.  If you 
have received the mailing, please respond generously to it and 
we ask you to also complete the in-pew envelope and indicate by 
checking the box that you have responded by mail. 
 
A Rosary for Healing & Protection 
Please join us on Wednesday March 3 at 6 pm for the Holy Hour 
and Rosary for the Healing and Protection of Sexual Abuse 
Victims.  We will begin with the Rosary.  If you are unable to 
attend please contact the rectory for a copy of the ROSARY FOR 
HEALING AND PROTECTION, or pick one up at the parish 
office. 
 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick will be celebrated on 
March 6 at the 4:30 pm Mass.  Following Mass, members of the 
healing prayer team will be available to pray with you for your 
intentions. 
 
Webpage 
Stay up to date, view our bulletin Please view our 
website at: www.stmartinoftours.info 
 
Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus Dinners Council 
4130 
February 24 -- Chicken Marsala - Reservations by Sunday 
February 21 …  8PM Prepared by Maple Heights Catering -
-- phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX # 2 
Dinner consists of 2 pc of Chicken, Garlic Roasted Red 
Potatoes, Green Bean Almandine, Salad, Rolls  - 
EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY - 
TAKEOUT - Curbside Pickup - READY TO HEAT  - NO 
BAKERY.  
SERVING TIME 4 - 6 PM at 10808 Granger Rd, Garfield 
Heights, OH 44125 Please leave your complete name, 
phone number and number of dinners you will be picking 
up.  We will need your phone number in case we need to 
contact you due to an unfortunate situation that we may 
need to cancel due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Please no 
changes day of.  Thank you for your continued patronage. 
If someone else is picking up - leave there name also. 
 
  
 

 
From Bobbi Bugaj 

 
Every once in a while, because my birthday is in mid 
February, it falls on Ash Wednesday and so the timing this 
year.  Lately, I have been thinking about the love of the 
Father.  I think about how much he loves all of us that he 
sent his son Jesus into our world.  That alone tells me, in 
my limited way, about unlimited love.  Love for those who 
hurt us, love for the people who disagree with us, love for 
those who also love us unconditionally.  It creates a desire 
in me to follow that love, and while not always successful 
on my part, I always feel a longing for that presence being 
the love of Christ.  The presence that takes me outside of 
myself and into the world of relationships.  How I can make 
those relationships a reflection of the Father’s love.  How I 
can work through those relationships of anger, regret, or 
disappointment with others to reflect the love of the Father 
that flows through me.  The Father’s merciful love, 
compassion and forgiveness are the markers that I follow 
as I walk with Jesus his son into Palm Sunday, Holy Week 
and Easter recognizing that the path of my life though not 
straight and  not flat and not easy to walk, has one ending, 
eternal life.  A life that will bring me face to face with the 
Father who loves me unconditionally and asks that I imitate 
his love here on this earth.  This reflection on unconditional 
love this Lent takes me outside of myself to the 
relationships of others and to my relationship with the 
Father by following the Son through the Spirit.  This Ash 
Wednesday and Lenten season I pray for acceptance of 
myself, forgiveness of myself and others, hopefully 
forgiveness from others for my faults too, leading to a 
reconciliation and a restoration.  In short, I pray for healing 
as I work on those things in my life that might be keeping 
me from truly following the path that Jesus walked at the 
Father’s command.  While there will be no birthday 
celebrations on Wednesday this year, there is a celebration 
toward the life that I want to live and a time to reflect on 
how I am going to change my life so that Easter this year 
will be a rejuvenating restoration toward the love that I have 
been given.  My birthday falling on Ash Wednesday 
reminds me of unlimited love; it’s my birthday gift from God. 
 
 
 
BIBLE STUDY 
Bible Study will be held on Tuesday, after the 6:30 pm  
Mass. We will be meeting weekly to discuss the upcoming  
readings. 
 

http://www.stmartinoftours.info/
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Saturday Pasta 
Supper 

 
 

Saturday February 27th  after the 4:30 Mass. 
 

Serving tortellini with a choice of 
meat sauce or marinara sauce 

 
Roll and cookies included 

 
Simply stop by after Mass and pick up a meal 

to go!! 
 

Looking forward to serving you 
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"You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, 
Who abide in the shade of the Almighty, 

Say to the LORD, “My refuge and fortress, 
My God in whom I trust.” 

(Psalm 91: 1-2) 

 
God designed the womb as our refuge. 

Humanity disguised abortion as our right. 
LIFE is our only right … 

… and its protection requires perpetual prayer. 
You can claim your own hour’s-worth (or two) before God. 

St. Michael Church in Independence will make the Blessed Sacrament available for prayer and adoration following a Mass for Life on 
Thursday March 11th at 5:30pm. Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Martin Amos. 

The Blessed Sacrament will then be exposed on the church’s main altar through 10pm Saturday night the 13th. 
To lock in your hour of meditation before the Blessed Sacrament, go to volunteersignup.org/3M7KR. 

Thank you for your commitment, and God Bless! 
 

https://volunteersignup.org/3M7KR

