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Welcome, Bishop Malesic! The Most 
Reverend Edward C. Malesic was 

installed as the 12th bishop of 
Cleveland on Monday, Sept. 14, 2020.  

Love Joins All in Perfect Unity
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Classroom News
Kindergarten

Kindergarten is off to a great start and is preparing for a busy school year. We virtually 
welcomed all of our new students and families to Saint Benedict Early Learning Center.  We 
are committed to providing our students with an excellent education and sharing the Gospel 
message with an emphasis on peace, acceptance, understanding and service to all.
In addition to learning the routine and rules of the school and the virtual classroom, the 
kindergarten children have settled into our virtual program.  They will have the opportunity 
to meet their Art and P.E. teacher this month.  
Our days in kindergarten this year will be filled with many fun activities as well as 
educational experiences such as listening to and retelling Bible stories, learning prayers, 
learning the alphabet, letter sounds, reading, writing, adding and subtracting to name a few!
We are all in this together as we work as a team to guide the Kindergarten children on their 
educational journey at Saint Benedict Early Learning Center.  

First Grade
Greetings and Happy New School Year!  Our 44 little ones have made their first big transition 
from Kindergarten, located at the Early Learning Center campus, to first grade, located at the 
St. Benedict Catholic School campus!  However, this year things look a bit different.  We have 
started the school year virtually, which means students are at home, attending school 
through live video chat!  While this may not be the method of school one would prefer, we are 
making the best of the time we have together each day!

While working together, Rooms 1A and 1B have already immersed themselves in their 
core subject areas.  We have started off the year in Religion by discussing Jesus and how He is 
a friend to all of us, while practicing our daily prayers.  In Math, we have been reviewing the 
different ways we can skip count, while creating a giant graph to represent our students’ 
favorite popsicle flavors.  In Phonics, we are engaged in our daily ABC Bootcamp, where the 
students review a letter sound for the day.  In Handwriting, we have started off the year 
practicing how to write our names neatly.  Finally, in Science, we are discussing the 
difference between living and non-living things.  Overall, it has been a memorable start to 
the 2020-2021 school year and we look forward to meeting our little ones in the near future!
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Second Grade
Welcome back to school!  

Our second graders are here and ready to go.  
Although school looks different, we are so 

excited to see our students!  We have begun the 
year with a lot of sharing and getting to know 

each other.  We are zooming daily and 
practicing how to take turns speaking and 

asking questions while learning remotely.  Our 
students and parents are the best! They are 
patient, supportive and helpful, even when 

sometimes things don’t go exactly as planned!  
In Math, we are beginning a new program 

called Bridges which involves more hands-on 
work.  In both Math and Reading, we are 

working in a whole group as well as small 
groups, which gives us the opportunity for 

more individualized instruction.    In Religion, 
we are talking about all the gifts that God gives 

us daily.  We especially think about them 
during these different times that we are all 

experiencing.  We look forward to the cooler 
weather and seeing our students physically in 

the classroom again sometime soon!

Third grade
Welcome Back!

We say it all the time, but third grade 
really is the best grade! The students  

have transitioned into virtual 
learning as if they had done it all 

their lives. We are so proud of how 
well they are adjusting and how 
patient and kind they are when 

technology doesn’t work as planned.  
We are working on Math in whole 

group and in small groups, and the 
students are really enjoying being 

able to interact with their friends in 
the smaller setting. 

The students also completed their 
first virtual science experiment and 

blew us away at their artistic 
abilities in drawing their 

conclusions. The third graders have 
participated in many prayer services 
with Mrs. Dileno and are becoming 

experts at navigating Google 
Classroom!  We want to thank all 
parents and students for working 

with us  as a team during our virtual 
learning time, and  we look forward 
to seeing everyone in person soon!
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Fourth and Fifth Grade
Welcome to a new school year! We are off to a terrific start. 

Fourth and fifth grade teachers are working closely together. 
We’ve been working very hard on new and old concepts. We 
are making many adjustments to our new routine. We now 
have four teachers to switch with and more responsibility. 

There are many new faces, new friends, and new students. We 
are learning about the Catholic faith and what St. Benedict 
Catholic School is all about. We look forward to sharing the 
year with you. Tune in here next month to see how we are 

doing!



Junior High
It is great being back in school with the students even though we see each 

other only through Zoom.  Students are getting acclimated to this new form of 
education and are being patient with us as we try to become adept with the new 
technology. Even though we see our students every day through distance learning, 
it is not the same as having them physically in class.  We miss each of them and 
look forward to when they can safely return physically to class.

The junior high teachers have devoted the first two weeks of school getting 
the students used to Google Classroom for their particular subjects.  Students 
needed to practice writing on word documents, pulling up documents to read, as 
well as finding where their classwork and homework would be located. Students 
have been doing an excellent job with this and are fully ready to delve into the 
learning process across disciplines.

Students were also introduced to group work.  Believe it or not, students can 
actually be broken into smaller groups, just as they were in the classroom, and 
work together on an assignment.  The teacher is able to visit each of the groups and 
answer questions or discuss what the students’ responses were to the activity at 
hand.  Such an activity creates a sense of normalcy and allows students to 
communicate one on one with each other.

By the middle of the second week of online learning, teachers introduced 
students to the material that would be covered in class.  They began working on 
bell work, short writing assignments, responding to questions that were based on 
reading material that was given, watch videos that enhanced a certain topic that 
was being covered, and view powerpoints that introduced the topic of a particular 
subject.

Over all, distance learning for St. Benedict’s junior high has been successful. 
Our administration and teachers have supported each other in learning the new 
technology.   Online learning is improving every day because we work together as a 
community.  So, as we venture into the weeks ahead, there is no doubt that our 
junior high students will be receiving the same quality education as they received 
in the past due to the support and collaboration of our administration, junior high 
team, parents, and students.  
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Computer
Mrs. Hardy

 Students began the school year with 
a bang and digital citizenship activities. 
Students learned things like; Media 
Balance, Cyberbullying, Social Media and 
Reading News Online. Teaching digital 
citizenship prepares students to navigate 
a technology-driven future where their 
interactions through online platforms 
and social media will influence their 
success in society. Preparing students to 
succeed in their future endeavors is our 
primary goal as educators.

In addition to digital citizenship the 
eighth grade is learning about 
prototypes. Eventually they will use 
Tinkercad to create something that 
students can use to make remote 
learning easier. I will then print the 
design with our NEW 3D Printer.

Gym
Mr. Troyan 

Staying active during these 
times can be a challenge.  Keep 
an eye on the material posted 

on your classroom page.  
Activities that you can do 

outside, as well as in your house 
are being posted daily
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Art 
Ms. Neff

I have been amazed and impressed by all the students!  We have faced material 
hurdles together, we have been frustrated with technology together, and most 

importantly we have given our best to learning and growing together. 

   In art, the schedule has been a little different as most of you have realized. In 
these first few weeks, students in kindergarten, fourth and sixth grade have had 

an opportunity to use their creative ideas.

   In kindergarten, students worked on their understanding of primary and 
secondary colors. We talked about how all the colors on the color wheel come from 

the three primary colors, we played games to increase our memory through 
kinetic learning. We then created an art piece of long legged birds, separating the 

primary and secondary colors while practicing our knowledge of shapes and 
increasing our fine motor skills. This is a great start to the year! Parents, please 

continue to work on color and shapes.

   In fourth grade, we took inspiration from Wassily Kandinsky. Students were 
given freedom to experiment with color and created color driven circles. We then 

cut out and combined these circles on a tree to exhibit the wonder of color and 
expression.

   In the sixth grade, students learned about the artist Frank Stella and took 
inspiration from his protractor and compass inspired art. They too were 

encouraged to experiment with color. Once they completed their Stella inspired 
circles and cut them out, they were asked to spend time interlocking these pieces 

in a variety of ways to create a unique composition. They then glued these to a 
black background to create emphasis and drama.

   Parents, please display these beautiful pieces. We need to fill our children with 
the joy of sharing their creations!
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